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The gard as theatre

THE SIINDAY \TIMES GARDENING BOOK[by Lannmg Roper -

Nelson: 63s -

ByHE Bates

“I AM strongly ‘of the opinion
that the possession of a quantity
of plants, however good the
plants:-may be themselves and
however ample: . their. number,
does‘not makeagarden R B 1]
just in the way it is. done that
‘lies. - the” ~whole  ‘difference
between' commonplace  garden-
ing- and gardening that may
r:ghﬂy clalm to rank'as a ﬁne
art.?
The words are not those of

Mr ~ Lanning “Roper, -but of

Gertrude Jekyll, Though written .
sixty years ago, they: neverthe-

text on which the epictrean but
wholly practical -Sunday Times
Gardening:  Book was written,

It is, of course, Mr Roper’s
great good fortune that he lives
and gardens. . in~a -world excite

- euphorbias,

sﬂver and‘
“that chaste

the
golden eleagr'ms,

] green-flowered winter anstocrat
" Helleborus . argentzfohus,

“and

the -increasing company .of

© silver-leaved ghosts. His love

of 'green flowers extends also:

. to tulips, where I find him com-

mendmg three great favourites
of mine, the green Artist and

. Greenland and that choicest’ of

Fosteriana-Darwin crosses Puris-

. sima, which appears to \be pure
" white until you see it 'against .

snow, when it~ becomes a subtle‘

. tender cream.
less might well have formed.the. -
- vegetables, believing, as I do.‘
: that the day of long rows of
carrots, onions, parsnips,

He also wrltes sen51b1y about.

beet
and squahd areas of brussels

“'sprouts for pigeons to eat, is

over. Wlth r‘ising cosfs of
labour the aim must surely:be

““as-he says, 'to grow: only. thé¢

epicurean thmgs that. are ex
- pensive to buy. The future, ir
fact, must surely. lie in lest
- labour, more - -beauty, more
ground .cover “(Mr Roper is_ ¢
great anti-bare-earth man), more
permanent plantings, thus iak
mg the: garden not a burden
but a sort of open-air theatre
-.in. which you are no longer a
- slave to hoe and spade but &
spectator blessed with mcreas
mg leisure and pleasure. .
. "The..gardener,  in fact, musi
dominate the garden and - nofl
_.the garden .the gardener. :Of
“‘course; there must always  be
~work and much hard thought tc
achieve a standard that satisfies;
but I nevertheless believe thal
this book shows the way to a
garden world richer, more
exciting and less oppressive
than -it -used to be. Buy it,
_ therefore, and if you can’t buy
it (it 1snt as-I say, expensive
for so ravxshmg ‘a. feast) steal
: It 1s far too. good to mlss.

“ingly and’ almost embarrassingly

rich in- plants, remarkable not |8

only for. flowers. biif foliage, that.
‘Miss -Jekyll: never knew. This
alone would ‘make‘ his ‘'sumptu-:
ous but not‘expensive book a.
‘cornucopia ‘of ‘stimulatiig in~
spiration, but he himself. is also
a profess;onal and supremely
practlcal gardener, revelling-not
merey in rare and ‘ravishing
'dehghts, but also in long-loved
common things, such as_nastur-

tiums and London Pride, clearly | B8

believing,  ‘again. w1th Miss-
Jekyll that “nothing is *com-
mon’.in_ the' sense .of :base .or
unworthy if it is rightly used.”

This, -then, ‘is -a -gardening

book very. m_nch rafter my ‘own

mspu'mg }
.practical,” -that’i. I -:defy -any-
gardener with-‘- a .grain.-

ambition in his heart not to
raise his ' game by several
dégrees after reading it. - Om
almost every page I find' myself‘
looking ‘at, ‘or  reading about,
some plant T have long- known
and loved,. another I. have re-

cently planted and cannot wait | '.--

-to:see In flower, or soime ‘other
treasure I -am’ determined’ "to’
have as.soon-as I'.can raise.the.
‘cash.. Among his ,mmany .inter-
ests (he covers ‘the . entire.
range - of ° alpmes, shrubs,i
roses, lilies, chmbers, plants,
tender .and.:exotic) . he is. a
great. lover of .. bold, ‘architec; .
tural and contrastmg foliage:
bergenias. (at.long last: the pun-’
dits. seem to .have settled this.
‘excellent ":plant’s. ‘name; - after
messing about for. years with

59, hostas,;

|

KENNETH YOUNG

.“This is-" a - factual,

ian and. journalist,  belon
_to that rare group trained

write in depth and detail

. about a running situation.”
“-Tom Stacey, Evg Standard
-42s .

com-,
petently researched ‘book, by .
* soreone who, &s bqtn ‘histor-".

d| Peter |
‘Forster -

PLAY THE BALL )

L It succeeds quxtev'_- L

- ,admu‘ably . afore-:

“ faste of a tnlogy., ;

. that seems full'.of

) promise.” Paul Scott S
‘The szes, 303, .
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TSusun Sontay

. AGAINST INTERPRETATION

3 She has all the’ quaht1es of

an

- intelligent, -

‘she s ®

excellent critic: A}
and™

perceptwe,

impressively. - well - informed
_‘ .o MlSS Sontag ‘has:done:

the* ‘best™". \
.about ~horses

wnt._mgf,f',
and ',
horsemanshlp in fact .

. sngmﬁcantly "intc
‘of mass culture,




