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. (Collins, 16s) . - -

AHERE is much in'the litera-
T ture of wartime escape

‘that irresistibly recalls the-

flavour of the stink-bomb, the
rag and the antic ingenuities of
“ Stalky & Co.”; but a good part
of .Mr. Crawley’s book, typical of
the manner by which he has brought
to + television '-something ‘almost

judicial in journalistic commentary,

is less a narrative in episodes than
a-steady and careful apalysis of
escape as an art, an obsesslon; a duty
and. a kind of high-spirited dedica-
tion to the religion of sheer cussed-

He. draws his material ' exclus-
ively from the R.AF, at the. same
time confining ' his nafrative ' to
escapes made {roin Germany, 'where
hé himself was an Alr Force prisoner
for. four years; and though he deals
in some detail with individual and
collective< escapes, - giving - historical
accounts” of .such camps as_Stalag
Luft III and. Oflag .-XXI B, the
analytical part of his.book Is,
think, far more interesting and valu-
able than .the longer, narrative sec-
tion. - His talents do not-lie in the
field -of narrative; whereas his capa-
city - for sifting, weighing and 'pre-

senting the evidence Is, -as tele--

viewers know, about as admirable as
iteouldbe, - . S

\Understandable - . -
O ,war .ever provided a. figliting
1 LN force .with the particular pro-
blems - in' - escape, psychological
and. otherwise, thet the~ second
‘world’ war. presented. to the.R.A.F.
based ' in:“this country,. .and it
is ‘perhaps not surprising  that,
for 'a long time, flying men’ found
| themselves . ill-fitted or only half-
fitted to meet - their emergencies.
There was, I.suppose, scarcely -a
fiying man in the entire, R.AF. who
did not at some time go into action
fortified against the evil hour by
some sort of talisman, charm or mere
rabbit's foot, yet when I'once asked
an R.A.F. ex-prisoner of war why
he had never troubled to equip him-
self before take-off with. a well-
prepared and convincing disguise for
possible use after baling-out I
received only. a stare of pained
surprise and the admission that
“None of us, old-boy, ever belleved
we'd heve to bale out.” = -.'. -
The . attitude was- typical ' but
perfectly understandable. .No other
fighting force in history had " ever
found itself taking tea in the calm
summer air of an English village at
four o'clock, fighting in a highly
specialised theatre of 'its- own at
half-past and returning to take a
telephone call from an Inquiring girl-
friend at five.” .
Fighting in this strange theatre,
men often found themselves, as Mr.
Crawley points out, with little or.no
experience of how to behave when
forced down in enemy territory, con-
tinually faillng to realise that the
best way of escrpe is to avoid being
captured, that the greatest hope of
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escape is immediately follow!ng cap-
ture .and that hope of escape can
only diminish with time. A most |
startling - conclusion to :be drown |
from Mr. -Crawley's book is that if
the metest fraction of prison camp
ingenuity, resource and sheer inven: |.
tive ‘'skill had been applied to avold-
ing capture perhaps something less
than 15,000 R.AF, prisoners might
have found t.hem_seivea behind barbed
wire. It i3 a melancholy thought,
too. 'to ‘be faced with the cold fact
that in spite of all tunnelling, Trojan
horses, faked passports, moles, cata-~
pults,” disguises, dummies and every
kind of trick thought. up by every
kind of brain, "fewer thgn thirty
R.AF. . prisoners . in- permanent
camps in Germany ever succeeded
in reaching neutral territory or this
country. .

. Agalnst this small success we must
set the much larger number of those
who lost their lives while trying to
escape, Including the fifty officers
who were infamously murdered after
the mass escape from Stalag Luft III,

I It was Mr. Crawley’s job to act as

interpreter  to the British Senior
Officer when summoned to hear from
a very {ll-at~ease Camp Commandant
the news of this massacre, though
what .effect that meeting had ‘on the
author Mr, Crawley gives us not the
slightest clue. e . -

The judicial manner, indeed, serves
him poorly ‘here and elsewhere. Of.
his' own .escape-in 1843, when he
reached the 'Swiss frontier after
tunnelling out of Schubin, he
permits . himself, for instance, little
more than the luiury of a foot-
note. Hardly anywhere indeed does
he indulge in the personal, warm-
ing or amusing touch. The result
is that his hook, perfectly admir-
sble In =all phases of docu-
mentation, impresses but does, not
inspire. Cool and colourless as
vellum, it"will, I feel, sit worthily on
the shelves of the future like another
plece aof officlal history or a trans-
cription of one of Mr. Crawley's own
visual documentaries. No one will
ever possibly . mistake it' for the
Escapers’ Guide to Better Times,

Thanks to the

““Peelers’”

"THE _~RISE OF . SCOTLAND
YARD. By -Douglas G. Browne.
- (Harrap. "25s.) .

OR several years before his death,
the late Ralph Straus had in
preparation a detailed history of the
Metropolitan  Police. His friend
Douglas Browne took over his
researches when he became too {ll
to continue, and the result is this
admirably informative volume which
must surely become a standard
authority.

Peel's Police Act of - 1820 was
genuinely revolutionary. 'The suc-
cess of the * Peelers” owes much
to. their. first joint commissioners.




